TEACH; TALK, TAKE Deut; 631-9
v 3 Mark 12;28-34
A newspaper cartoon shows two sailors coming out of

church, Ob'&&éy they had heard a sermon on the 10 commandm,

for one was @ang to tﬁgpthm "Hb&l.}, as least I haven't
made any gﬂ;v'?n images“. it

Hell,\ 9 gness nob/o@f mal@s goldan';alves anymore. But
it may be t’f;at this ancient teaching - that we should have but
one God - .'F.ﬁ ralevant to our time,

Henrx_l" sirlie hAs written:

¥ People are inventing gods for thesmselves, with
whAt I have elsewhere call their "Do-It-yourself God
Kits", But they are gods who do not demand much of
them, and they certainly are not gods who punish,
although they are allowed to reward, On bhe contrary,
their gods absolve them from conflict and doubt, massage
them, pat them on the head, and ... tell hhem to run along,
get stoned if they will, pick marigolds, and love. So easy it
is to love. But above 2ll they are gods who do not trouble
them with the fact of evil. The problems of evil, suffering,
and death are not confronted, but evaded and dismissed..."

Allowing for some cautis exaggeration in Pairlie's words,
let us aclknowledge the truth of the proposition that people
are worshipping gods other than Yahweh, the Lord God. And so,
thse words ef Noaes speak to our time: "Hear, O Israel: the
Lord our Goﬁ is one.,‘Lgrd, and thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all t.him hQari'- Jmnd with all thy soul, and with all thy
might, And ;t;.h_sgse _gords which I command thee this day shall be
in thine heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently usto thy
childrem, and shalt talk of thm when thou sittest in thine houst

and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest dowm, and
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when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon

thine ﬁand, and they shalt be frontlets between thy eyes. And
thous shalt write them on the post of thy house, and on thy gat
-

What practical instructons for us, "The Lord our God is
one God .+ o » and thou Bhalt love the Lord thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thine soul, and with all thy might®,

Aristotle once said it was zbsurd for a man to love God.
The greek and roman pagans did not love their gods. One has .
to come to the Bible, with the God who lovingly created
the earth, and feshioned man in his own image: one has to come
to the Bible, with its revelation of God in Jesus Christ, to
see a God who can be loved,

Note now what we ere to do about this God we can love,

1, We are to tach it - ™and thou shalt teahc them dili-
gently., That is our responsibility uas we acknowlddge our
love for God, to teach it to the children., Often fathers need
to heed that word. We honor Mary Jf{ as the mother of Jesus but
may overlook Joseph's contribution to Jesus' early training.
In our day, with more and more mothers involved outside the
home, a lot of paretns have turned theresponsibility over Eo
the church and/or the school, Indded, the church must do a
better job of assisting children to grwo in faith, But the
truth is we can*t do it all. We can't compete with the world,
It is estimated that by the time a child rezches 15 he has
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watched 15,000 hours of TV, But if he goes to SS every Sunday

from the dey he was born he would only Have 440 hours of formal
Christian education. 400 hrs compaeped to 15000, ﬁow' gratefu} -
we &re to those men and women who work with our children and
youth., How much more we need.

Campbell Morgan once observed: " A child may forget what .
you have said in 30 minutes, but he will remember it in 30 yrs"
No greater work can be done for God's kingdom than to be teachr
of children, If you have a child in our church school, be
shre to tell your children's lsaders how much to appreciabe
them, But paretn dare not abicate their home responsibility.

"Thse words I command thee this day shall be in thine heart
and you shalt teach tehm diligently unto thy children”.

2. Teach them, and then secondly: "Thou shalt talk of
them at home, allong the way, when you relax, and when you
get up. Howard Crimes daid: "The person who hasv responded
to the love of God in Christ has no alternative except to
seize every means avallable to reach out his hand to his broth"

Talk of his words "when thou sittith in thine house, and wh
when thou walkest in the way, and when thou liest down and when
thou risest up" What important words for our time. Many of us
are bashful about sharing our faith. We can talk about evezwthf
else under the sun...but our faith., Everyone has come out of
the closet today...except many who have life's most vital news
to hhare...the news that God loves.
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® Some claim that the most devastating disease in our
scotit;today is loneliness..« loneliness...just plain loneli-
ness, And medi,giaa won't hezl it, We who are Christian have
the right mndicim howevers lovehwassinn, caring. - We can
share the 19@ Bk Cod ir'f— t?; an. an.d‘in what we say.

Even animals bet 1o:ié1§g} zm mwﬂﬁﬂve found that in
transporting animals it iﬁ'B’é’::ter"m §hip at least 2. A Zoo
had a real pziobleima vith a rino they mmt.ed to move. They put a
goat with himiand that made 211 the difference, In 1967 a
leopard was éint to a2 zoo and was givn a live chicker to eat en
route, But the Loepard needed companionship more than he needed
food, and the live chick made the journey intact.

Animals cammot liwve by breed alone , . nor cen humens. We
need people to care about us, But we need more than good
caring neighbors, we need to talk it as well. Peoples need know
who we are and what we are about.

A1l these words ... and shalt talk of them when thou
sittist in thine house, and when thou walksst along the way, an
when thou liest clm-en,;_T and when thou risest up"

3. Wle aré 5;-: té&éfn ‘the Word, to talk the word and
the scritpm aafa to ﬁ\k& it. "And thou shalt bind them for a
sign upon thi.-m ha.nd, and they shall be frontlets between thine
eyes. And thou shalt w:d.te them on the post of thine house, and
on thy gates"., e are to take the words of God wherever we go

They are ta live in our hearts. We are never to forget them, or
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leavefd them behind, regardless of what kind of situation we

may be in, We are His and He is owrs "Thou shalt bind them for
a sign upon innﬁﬁhand"

You can See tihat., can® you, rﬂ!& pigi!ure, the mental image
When we want J'.o rémember w&m/mﬁ ; string on our
finergs, 'rha; isi! the fomia befmgmest.aa here in the
cripture, "ﬁ.nd.tham upon your hand" sayé: this passage about
remembering ﬂw words of Cod. Or perhaps in other words, have
the words of i@od so etched in your memory and expei'ienca that
you naturalls.' do that which Cod wants. The gospel hyman
writer puts it this way: "Take the name of Jesus with you...!
Write them on the posts of your home and on your gates.

Let us note the abuse which happened. Some of the Jewlsh
people, as some do today, took passages of scripture dna wrote
them on bits of parchment and wrpped them around their fore-
heads, tied them to their arms, or nailed them to their gate
posts . . not as a testimony to God, but more like and amulet
to keep evil spiriss away...much like putting a horseshoe over
the door or a four lgaf clover in the pocket, |

That is uo.unltke those who keep the Bible on the coffee
table, seldo@': reaﬂ;ngimd seldom applying its truth, Cod's word
is not a good luch Lclgfgm, god's word has no power to magically
protect us, We are instructed to take the word with us...as 2
declaration, It means that we are to remembr who we are and

h" what we are about,
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Leonard Sweet says in his book NEW LIFE IN THE SPIRIT:

®iihen I feel especially squeezed by the gates of the world
= which, by the time one gets thru them, end up be narrowed
and stralghter than the gafes of faith -'T have kind of a
mantra which I repeat ‘'Christianus Sum* T am a Christian,
These words first came alive during a chat I hade with a pastor
in hiis office before I was to speak to an adult education
class. I noticed a plagque on the wall inscribed "Christianus
Sum' and a name and the dates '167-1977'. I was inberested in
the story behind the plaque, having named our youngest son
after Justin Martyrg the early Christian saint who was behead
in AD 65 after be examined by the Roman prefect Rusticus,
Justin's difiant declaration 'Christianus Sum' cerrsd with it
the sentence of death, The pastor related that the plaque had
been given to him by the parents of a ten year old boy whi
died of cancer. As the boy's mother was rushing him to hospit-
al for what would prove to be has last admission, a car darted
out in front of them. Slamming on her brakes, and in her
fear, she shouted to her son "Why didn't you curse that car
for me" "I Can't, mom" he replied, "I am a Christain?®

Christian us Sum

Thaf is what we are to teach our children and to talk wit
owr neighbors and to Tt'ake wherever we go. "Hear, O Israels :
the Lord our God is one Lordsp and ##f thou shalt love the Lord *
thy God with all thine heart, e o souly and '
with all thy might",
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